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Large-scale trapping of nuisance starl- 
ings is generally impractical. However, 
the trapping method offers considerable 
promise in dealing with orchards, back- 
yards, small feedlots and newly-invaded 
areas. 


The best livetrap devised so far is a 
modification of the Australian crow trap. 
The principle of this trap is in anopen- 
ing at the bottom of a"V"' formed on top 
of the trap. Birds drop in through this 
opening to take the bait. On attempting 
to fly out, they go up into the ends of 
the "V" rather than back out the throat 
of the trap where they entered. Through 
widespread use, many variations of this 
trap have been developed. Some of the 
variations are illustrated on the reverse 
of this sheet, so that the builder can 
decide for himself which style is best 
suited to his particular needs. Diagram 
Number 1 has been most effective. 


Traps should be made as large as practi- 
cable,at least five or six feet high, six 
feet wide and eight feet long. If the 
sections are bolted together it will be 
easier to take them apart when necessary 
to move them. 


Do not place traps under trees. Place 
them in the open where the bait and the 
decoy birds can be easily seen by other 
starlings flying past. Almost any food 





CHECK STATE AND LOCA™ TRAPPING LAWS. 
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STARLINGS 


which the starlings are used to will 
work as bait. Cull apples, dried prunes, 
raisins, French-fried potatoes, canned 
corn, fine-cracked corn, pelleted feed, 
beet pulp meal, linseed oil meal and 
even meat-scrap garbage---all have been 
effective when the birds are accustomed 
to feeding on them. 


Keep the tanks well supplied with bait 
and water. An inexpensive watering 
trough can be made by splitting an auto- 
mobile tire down the middle. 


Best results are obtained when ten to 
twelve starlings are left in the trap 
to serve as decoys. It may be mneces- 
sary to "salt" a trap by catching the 
original decoys through other means 
before starlings will begin entering 
the trap. The traps should be tended 
at regular intervals and all of the 
birds, except the decoys, removed. 


If a large number of birds is caught, 
remove the birds to be saved for de- 
coy purposes and then cover the entire 
trap with plastic sheeting or a light 
weight canvas. Then use either cal- 
cium cyanide (CYANOGASS) or hy drogen 
sulfide as a fumigant under the cover 
(use care in handling the fumigants ). 
All dead birds should be removed from 
the trap and burned or buried. 


TRAP LOCATION IS IMPORTANT 
If Traps Are Not Attracting Birds - - MOVE THEM 
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